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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's representative presents multiple arguments but appears to be confused about 
the example presented in the prior art vs the system presented in the prior art. Examiner 
understands that the prior provides a specific examples and applicant's claim is very broad 
therefore the applicant may have trouble understanding the application of the prior art. 

Applicant argues "detecting when a document is at a place in a first workflow network," 
the prior art teaches this feature in that the cited portion discusses the ability to add, delete and 
change event which are part of the document. Therefore this argument is not persuasive. 

Applicant also argues "determining ... if a second workflow network, is permitted to be 
attached" the prior art again discuss this feature as the "to do list" which is are tasks that are 
attached to the activity. Hence creating a second work flow which is attached to the workflow 
with the document that contains the activities. As the prior art discusses these "to do list" items 
are attached to an activity therefor are not available with the activity. Therefore applicant 's 
second argument does not persuade the examiner. 

For applicant's third argument it relies upon applicant previous argument making similar 
premises and therefore also fail to persuade the examiner. Therefore the rejection is maintained. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 68 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Caruso et al. 
(U.S. Patent N. 5,848,271). 

For claim 1, Caruso teaches, a method of operating a computer device to process a document in a 
workflow system, the method in the computer device comprising: (Caruso, Col. 9 lines 63-67, 
flow) 

detecting when a document is at a place in a first workflow network that allows 
attachment of workflow networks associated with the document to the place of the first workflow 
network, the first workflow network specifying a plurality of operations to be performed on the 
document including a first operation and a second operation, the place occurring at a location in 
the first workflow network after the first operation and before the second operation is performed 
on the document; (Caruso, Col. 1 1 lines 7-20, trigger) 

determining, when the document is at the place that allows attachment of workflow 
networks associated with the document, if a second workflow network specified by the document 
is permitted to be attached to the place of the first workflow network, the second workflow 
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network specifying one or more operations to be performed on the document; (Caruso, Col. 1 1 
lines 45-55, to do list) 

and if the second workflow network specified by the document is permitted to be 
attached to the place of the first workflow network, attaching the second workflow network to 
the place of the first workflow network such that the document is processed according to the 
second workflow network before returning, upon completion of processing of the document 
according to the second workflow, to the place of the first workflow network to continue 
processing of the document according to the first workflow network before the second operation 
specified by the first workflow network is performed on the document. (Caruso, Col. 1 1 lines 7- 
20, add, Col. 12 lines 47-55, create process) 

For claim 2, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 wherein the first workflow network is 
configured by a workflow designer and the second workflow network is configured by an author 
of the document. (Caruso, Col. 10 lines 31-35, your activities) 

For claim 3, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 wherein detecting when the document is at 
the place in the first workflow network comprises: 

detecting when the first operation has been performed on the document. (Caruso, Col. 1 1 
lines 7-20, trigger) 
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For claim 4 ? Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 wherein determining if the second workflow 
network specified by the document is permitted to be attached to the place of the first workflow 
network comprises: 

determining permissions information specified for the place; (Caruso, Col. 10 lines 31- 
35, security database) 

and determining that the second workflow network specified by the document is 
permitted to be attached to the place of the first workflow if the document satisfies the 
permissions information specified for the place. (Caruso, Col. 12 lines 47-55, create process) 

For claim 5, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 4 wherein the permissions information 
specified for the place is configured by a designer of the first workflow network. (Caruso, Col. 
10 lines 37-43, Col. 12 lines 47-55, your activities) 

For claim 6, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 wherein determining if the second workflow 
network specified by the document is permitted to be attached to the place of the first workflow 
network comprises: 

determining permissions information associated with the document; (Caruso, Col. 10 
lines 31-35, security database) 

and determining that the second workflow network specified by the document is 
permitted to be attached to the place of the first workflow if the permissions information 
associated with the document permits the attachment. (Caruso, Col. 12 lines 47-55, activity list) 
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For claim 7, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 6 wherein the permissions information 
associated with the document is configured by an author of the document. (Caruso, Col. 10 lines 
31-35, security database) 

For claim 8, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 wherein attaching the second workflow 
network to the place of the first workflow network such that the document is processed 
according to the second workflow network before the second operation specified by the first 
workflow network is performed on the document comprises: 

performing at least one operation from the one or more operations specified by the 
second workflow network on the document before performing the second operation specified by 
the first workflow network on the document. (Caruso, Col. 1 1 line 55 to Col. 12 line 1 1, to do 
list) 

For claim 9, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 wherein attaching the second workflow 
network to the place of the first workflow network such that the document is processed 
according to the second workflow network before the second operation specified by the first 
workflow network is performed on the document comprises: 

identifying a set of one or more workflow networks specified by the document; (Caruso, 
Col. 1 0 lines 9-20, activity lists) 

identifying a workflow network from the set of workflow networks that satisfies a 
selection criterion; (Caruso, Col. 9 lines 63-67,flow) 
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and processing the second document according to the workflow network identified from 
the set of workflow networks before performing the second operation specified by the first 
workflow network on the document. (Caruso, Col. 10 lines 60-67, completed activity) 

For claim 10, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 wherein the second workflow network 
attached to the place of the first workflow network comprises a place of the second workflow 
network that allows attachment of workflow networks associated with the document at the place 
of the second workflow network. (Caruso, Col. 12 lines 47-55, new process) 

For claim 11, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

if the second workflow network specified by the document is not permitted to be attached 
to the place of the first workflow network: 

determining a set of workflow networks attached to the place of the first workflow 
network; (Caruso, Col. 10 lines 47-55, activities) 

identifying at least one workflow network from the set of workflow networks for 
processing the document; (Caruso, Col. 12 lines 10-12, calls regustration) 

and processing the document according to the at least one workflow network before 
performing the second operation specified by the first workflow network on the document. 
(Caruso, Col. 12 lines 47-57, new process) 

For claim 12, Caruso teaches, the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
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if the second workflow network specified by the document is not permitted to be attached 
to the place of the first workflow network: 

determining a first set of workflow networks attached to the place of the first workflow 
network; (Caruso, Col. 12 lines 47-57, activities) 

based upon permissions information associated with the document, detaching one or 
more workflow networks included in the first set of workflow networks from the place such that 
a second set of workflow networks remain attached to the place; (Caruso, Col 12 lines 47-57, 
activities) 

identifying at least one workflow network from the second set of workflow networks for 
processing the document; (Caruso, Col. 12 lines 47-57, activities) 

and processing the document according to the at least one workflow network before 
performing the second operation specified by the first workflow network on the document. 
(Caruso, Col. 1 1 lines 60-67, completed) 

Claims 13-67 list all the same elements of claims 1-12. Therefore, the supporting rationale of the 
rejection to claims 1-12 applies equally as well to claims 13-67. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See attached Notice of references cited (if appropriate). 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ajay M. Bhatia whose telephone number is (571)-272-3906. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571)272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jason Cardone 
Supervisor Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2145 




